Sheriff Michael A. Adkinson, Jr.
Walton County Sheriff’s Office

“Commitment to Excellence”

For Immediate Release
Contact: Mike Gurspan, P1O Phone: 850-951-4712(direct line) or 850-892-8186 or Cell Phone: 200-2448
Email: mgurspan@waltonso.org

TRERSA- (AL DR

Press Release

Walton Continues to Respond to the Oil Situation irthe Gulf

WALTON COUNTY, Fla.—June 17, 2016-The Walton County Sheriff’'s Office is flying a li@pter daily
to obtain real time reports of the location andust@f oil. Areas of oil have been spotted thregvie miles
south of Destin. Wind and water currents changetsition of the concentrations of oil daily. A€tbil gets
closer to our coastline, Walton County prepardgttt the battle and keep as much oil as possiole f
reaching South Walton’s beaches. Over the next2Henrs, residents and visitors can expect to statees
taking place on the beaches, and along the coasbtect the pristine environment as part of Wallmunty’s
coastal protection plan. This plan will be implern&ehin stages in response to the current situatmohlevels of
impact.

Just offshore, spotters in the air and water vélliilized to direct vessels of opportunity to agphbsorbent
materials in the water to soak up oil, which whiéh be off loaded onto pre-positioned barges aagrined
containers. They will then transport the oil soakeaterial to be disposed of properly.

(more)
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On shore, berms will be built in areas that doh@te a naturally occurring berm. These beachedwill
recontoured to mimic the natural berm and providedded level of protection and mitigate oil frosaching
upland areas of the beach. At completion, therkbeila continuous berm, either constructed or ajtthrat
will allow Walton County to contain oil impacts feasy clean up.

If the impacts become more prevalent, geo-balesdnfitnce will be deployed along the coastlineddect olil
and prevent it from going further on shore and obdate cleaning activities.

Clean up crews will immediately be deployed to reenany oil substance as soon as it is located.eThes
procedures will be repeated as many times as ragesskeep our beaches clean. Some areas may e
frequent than others, and some may not be affettall. Booms will be deployed to inland waterwayshe
Bay, as well as the use of silt fence.

Walton County agencies and organizations contiodeate a unified approach in planning for and radpa
to this situation. Coordination and consultationtawues daily with the State and Federal agenassyell as
BP. Walton County is prepared and ready to respom@ay scenarios and all levels of impact.

If Walton County shoreline receives impacts, thsra clear process through BP and DEP for remdivislnot
permitted for any business or individual to condtleain up efforts. If oil is spotted, please c&0&67-2000
and 1-866-448-5816.

Attachments: Sheriff Mike Adkinson addresses Walton Co. oil response team
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